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Key residents target red tide
New committee takes an active role in fighting nasty algae
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CHARLOTTE COUNTY WATER SUMMIT
Expert panel discussions addressing toxic red tide algae and other
water quality issues are set for 1 to 5 p.m., Jan. 29 at the Charlotte
Harbor Event and Conference Center, 75 Taylor Road, Punta Gorda. Open
to the public and free.
West County shuttles
Charlotte County Transit will provide shuttle bus service between
Tringali Park, 3460 N. Access Road, Englewood and the Charlotte Harbor
Event and Conference Center in Punta Gorda for the Water Quality
Summit in Punta Gorda.
Shuttle buses will depart from the community center at Tringali Park
at 12:15 p.m. and 12:30 p.m. Buses will return to Tringali Park following
the summit.
For information, contact Brian Gleason at 941-743-1462 or email
Brian.Gleason@CharlotteCountyFL.gov.
fertilizers in all landscaping
applications, fertilizers
low in phosphorus and
nitrogen, and to prevent
nutrients washing into
canals, tributaries, Lemon
Bay and the Gulf.
• To develop and create
landscaping designs less
dependent on fertilizers
and more suited for
Florida’s soil, water and
climate.
• To teach association
members how to properly
dispose of toxic, dead ﬁsh
along the Manasota Key
shoreline and not dig a hole
and bury ﬁsh under the
beach sand.
• To encourage
neighboring Charlotte
and Sarasota homeowners
and their associations to
privately inspect, clean,
repair and/or replace
existing septic systems.
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Stump Pass Beach State Park ranger Ken Neider looks at a
ﬁsh that washed on the beach after being killed by red tide in
this June 9 ﬁle photo. Stump Pass Beach is at the south end of
Manasota Key in Englewood.
the perspective of health
and economics,” Clough
said. “Red tide is coming
back and it is serious. We
need to take action, as a
community and a state, to
reduce the problem.”
The association hopes
to encourage state health
ofﬁcials test for bacteria
and health hazards at
public beaches daily,

especially in the wake of
red tide blooms and ﬁsh
kills.
While red tide is natural
to the Gulf, the association
hopes its members to
reduce their contribution
of nitrogen and other
nutrients that can help feed
red tide and other algae
blooms.
Email: reilly@sun-herald.com
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The association supports
the conversion from
septic systems to sewage
treatment systems
whenever possible and
feasible.
This past year, the
persistence and intensity of
the red tide bloom proved
to be an eye opener for
Manasota Key residents
and the Englewood
community at large.
“This is the worst
one ever,” said Kerrigan
Clough, a member of
the committee. He also
served the Environmental
Protection Agency when
it was ﬁrst created by
President Nixon in 1970.
He rose to be a deputy
administrator overseeing
EPA projects in Colorado
and other western states.
“The population at risk,
now, is huge, both from
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