
I’m thinking 2017 is going to 
start off well.

That’s because of a “bad” day 
I had just before 2016 ended.

Maybe “bad” day is too strong. 
It was an annoying day.

It started by leaving home 
earlier than usual for an 8 a.m. 
appointment to have a repair 
done on my wife’s car. It was going 
to a dealership because it was a 
“recall.”

This recall had to do with the 
tailgate on her SUV. It seems there 
is a danger of it slamming on your 
head. I didn’t worry too much 

about it until it actually did slam 
on my head.

I had taken the SUV in a couple 
of days earlier for the recall. They 
kept the car all day and told me it 
was fixed.

But, when I got home and 
attempted to get something out 
of the back of the car, the tailgate 
slammed on my head, again.

OK, everyone makes mistakes, 
so I took it back this second time, 
got a ride to work and made plans 
to pick up the car around noon 
— “noon to 1 p.m., we’ll call you,” 
were the exact words.

No call and 1 p.m. came and 
went. So I called. It was lunch 
time for Pete’s sake.

“Sorry, we need another part. 
We ordered it and it should be 
here in half an hour and it will 
take an hour to fix it …”

So, 3 p.m.? “Yes, that’s about 
right.”

When 3 p.m. came, I called — 
my stomach was growling.

“We were just going to call you. 
We just now got an email and the 
part we need has to be shipped. 
We can’t get it today.”

My first thought was, if they 

knew they had to repair my car 
today, why didn’t they have the 
parts already? Boris would have 
had the parts (inside joke for 
regular readers).

Can someone pick me up? I 
asked.

“Sure, we’ll call our guy and he’ll 
be there soon. We’ll call you.”

Twenty minutes later, getting 
hungrier and hungrier, I called 
back.

“He didn’t call you? OK, we’ll try 
him again.”

Another 15 minutes, no call.

Trying to define bad day, good day
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Middle: Beachgoers survey the erosion damage caused by a strong storm 
in Cape San Blas in October 2015. Property owners and local officials have 
struggled to address the critical erosion issues facing the Panhandle beach.
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Top left: Temporary braces holds up columns at the La Coquina Condominiums 
where summer tropical storms eroded away dunes on Manasota Key. Charlotte 
County has begun planning for a beach renourishment management plan in 
hopes of stemming future threats to Gulf-front properties.

Bottom: Thanks to Hurricane Hermine, waves batter Manasota Key this past 
summer. Sand bags attempt to protect homes along the Gulf shoreline of 
properties hard hit by Tropical Storm Colin.

Top: A section of State Road A1A sits badly damaged by erosion after Hurri-
cane Matthew passed the east coast of Florida in October 2016. The section 
of road had been previously undermined and recently Flagler County officials 
had began a beach renourishment process. 

Every year, Florida loses more of its beaches. 
From the southern tip of the Florida 

Keys to the western edge of the 
Panhandle, communities up and down the 
state’s coasts struggle to keep sand on their 
shrinking shores, with some losing as much as 
18 feet a year. 

More than a third of the state’s shoreline 
has lost ground over the past five decades. 

Florida’s brand, a key source of tourist 
revenue, is washing away.

• • • 

State failing to 
keep up with 
BEACH EROSION

By RYAN MILLS and ERIC STAATS , THE NAPLES DAILY NEWS

BEACHES BY 
THE NUMBERS

• Florida has more than 
800 miles of beaches.
• Beaches designated 
by the state as critically 
eroded cover 411 miles.
• Florida beachfront 
counties contribute 
$3 billion in sales taxes 
from tourists each year.
• A backlog of unfunded 
beach projects has 
reached $80 million.

       SPECIAL REPORT

More than 800 miles of beaches draw more tourists to 
the Sunshine State from all over the world than any other 
attraction, including Disney World. They sell the Florida 
lifestyle, and buffer hurricanes and sea level rise. 

Yet, Florida leaders are failing to protect the state’s 
greatest asset, and here’s how: 

Despite the state receiving more than $3 billion in sales 
taxes from tourists to beach counties each year, which 
ensures residents pay no state income tax, Florida law-
makers return less than 1 percent to the shoreline. Governors 
and legislators some years failed to deliver the $30 million a 
year promised in state law and changed the law to reduce the 
obligation. A constitutional amendment later stripped dedicat-
ed money from state beaches. 

That has left more of the coast vulnerable to hurricanes 
and other tropical systems, like the ones that hammered 
Florida this summer in the state’s most destructive storm 
season in a decade. 

Instead of taking advantage of a 10-year lull in storms to 
shore up the state’s coast, Florida’s governors and lawmakers 
allowed an annual backlog of unfunded beach projects to peak 
at more than $80 million. Local governments that often are not 
up to the task must fend for themselves as beach renourish-
ment costs skyrocket and the demand for sand increases. 

As erosion consumed more of Florida’s beaches, the state 
agency charged with protecting them cleared the way for 
coastal development. The Department of Environmental 
Protection granted more than 41,000 permits since 1980 to 
build everything from resorts to houses to swimming pools 
along Florida’s shores, state records show. 

A Naples Daily News analysis shows nearly two-thirds of 
all coastal building permits issued after 1989 have allowed 
construction along beaches that DEP already had declared 
critically eroded, where development, recreation or natural 
habitat is threatened. 
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Part one of 
a four-part 

series on 
Florida’s 
eroding 
beaches
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The more development 
increased, the more shore-
line DEP declared critically 
eroded. Since 1989, the 
agency nearly doubled the 
length of state-designated 
critically eroded beaches 
in Florida to 411 miles, 
almost half of the state’s 
sandy coast. But Florida 
leaders helped just more 
than half of those vulner-
able beaches, and often 
to match money from the 
federal government. Only 
227 miles of the critically 
eroded shores have 
received state support, 
records show. 

Even beaches that look 
healthy can be vulnerable. 
This year’s storms exposed 
weaknesses in Florida’s 
beach program. The 
tropical systems devastated 
stretches of critically 
eroded shoreline left more 
vulnerable because they 
never received state money 
to rebuild with more sand. 

“You can go down the 
map, and you can see 
that where we’re doing 
nothing, we’ve got some 
major problems,” said 
Debbie Flack, president of 
the Florida Shore & Beach 
Preservation Association, a 
pro-beach lobbying group. 

Hurricane Matthew sent 
a mile of A1A in Flagler 
County crumbling into the 
Atlantic Ocean in October 
and left homes on Vilano 
Beach in St. Augustine 
teetering on the edge of 
sand cliffs. 

Before that, Hurricane 
Hermine washed out the 
only road in and out of the 
western end of Alligator 
Point in the Panhandle. 
Tropical Storm Colin 
stole enough beach 
on Charlotte County’s 
Manasota Key that two 
homes and a condo build-
ing were deemed unsafe 
to enter. 

Gov. Rick Scott said he 
believes beaches are vital 
to Florida. They are why 
he bought his beachfront 
home in Naples in 2003. 
But he declined to commit 
to increased funding 
for beaches, saying he’s 
confident DEP “cares about 
them.” 

“We’re funding them. 
We’re going to continue 
funding them,” Scott said. 

DEP Secretary Jon 
Steverson refused numer-
ous requests since May in 
person, on the phone and 
through email to discuss 
the agency’s practices and 
the state’s approach to 
beach management. 

“The state of Florida is 
committed to providing 
funding to help restore 
and preserve Florida’s 
beaches,” according to a 
four-paragraph statement 
released by Steverson’s 
office. “Florida has one of 
the most comprehensive 
beach management 
programs in the nation.” 

Saving Florida’s beaches 
means more than protect-
ing coastal development. 
Laid-back beach towns are 
losing the very attraction 
that draws paying tourists 
and, as a result, are losing 
their way of life. Sea turtles 
and shorebirds are losing 
habitat. Seminole Indians 
are fighting to save sacred 
burial grounds on Egmont 
Key in Tampa Bay. The 
historic Kennedy Space 
Center launching pads 
that sent man to the moon 
are threatened by the ever- 
creeping Atlantic Ocean 
along Cape Canaveral. 

“(People) say you’re 
fighting nature. No, we’re 
not. We’re fighting man,” 
said Kevin Bodge, a 
Jacksonville-based coastal 
engineer. “And this is just 
part of paying the price.” 

Permission to build 
Florida’s pitch as 

America’s paradise is 
clear in 1950s-era photos 
of Miami Beach, where 
hotels replaced their 
eroding beaches with 
swimming pools jutting 
into the Atlantic Ocean. 

Coastal development 
put Florida on the map 
and became the engine 
that drove the state’s 
economy. 

“The beaches to Florida 
are like snow to Colorado. 
You’ve got to have them,” 
said Dennis Jones, a for-
mer Republican legislator 
from St. Petersburg and a 
founding father of Florida’s 
beach program. 

Florida sells tourists, 
snowbirds and retirees 
the dream of sunshine 
and sand —high-rise 
hotels with an ocean view, 
beach houses with the surf 
lapping a few feet away 
and condominiums with 
paths to the water. 

But there  
had to be limits 

By the 1970s, Florida 
drew a line in the sand, 
blocking development 
within 50 feet of the 
high tide line as part of 
the Beach and Shore 
Preservation Act. 

It took only a few years 
to roll back that prohibi-
tion. By 1978, the setback 
line was replaced with 
the Coastal Construction 
Control Line, creating 
a zone along the state’s 
shores where development 
would be allowed but 
limited to protect both the 
coast and the infrastruc-
ture built near it from a 
100-year storm. 

“It is in the public inter-
est to preserve and protect 
(beaches) from imprudent 
construction, which can 
jeopardize the stability of 
the beach-dune system, 
accelerate erosion, provide 
inadequate protection to 
upland structures, endan-
ger adjacent properties or 
interfere with public beach 
access,” the Florida law 
creating the control line 
states. 

Instead of controlling 
construction, the coastal 
building program wel-
comed it, even as the 
length of Florida shoreline 
declared critically eroded 
grew, state records show. 

State data show DEP 
has issued 41,044 permits 
allowing construction 
beyond the control line 
since 1980 — on average, 
about three times a day. 

Of those permits, more 
than 23,000 authorized 
construction on a beach 
DEP already had desig-
nated critically eroded 
because development, nat-
ural habitat or recreation 
was threatened, according 
to a Daily News analysis 
of DEP permit and critical 
erosion data. That number 
represents two-thirds of all 
coastal building permits 
the agency issued since it 
began identifying vulner-
able beaches as critically 
eroded in 1989, state 
records show. 

The construction per-
mits allowed more than 
6,900 single-family homes, 
more than 1,200 condos 
and apartments, and 
about 600 public or 
commercial buildings, 
according to the state 
data. The remainder of the 
permits allowed construc-
tion of smaller projects 
like driveways, decks, 
walkovers and cabanas 
along the coast. 

“We have proceeded 
to build right next to the 
edge of this continent that’s 
retreating back,” said Orrin 
Pilkey, a Duke University 

professor of earth and 
ocean sciences and a lead-
ing scholar of the nation’s 
coasts who advocates 
retreat from the shore. 

While Steverson, head of 
DEP, declined to discuss the 
agency’s practices, his office 
issued written responses 
to points raised by the 
Daily News. The agency’s 
response to the coastal 
permit process noted DEP 
follows state law. 

“In the processing of 
any application, and the 
approval or denial of any 
permit application submit-
ted to us, the department 
follows the rules and 
statutes of the state,” the 
response notes. 

Coastal engineers 
say obtaining a coastal 
construction permit is a 
rigorous process. But DEP 
rarely rejects requests, 
turning the control line 
into an out-of-control line, 
critics argue. 

Since 2006, the agency 
has denied only 275 coast-
al construction permits — 
about 25 a year, according 
to state data. 

“I think this program is 
basically pretty much a 
rubber stamp,” said Estus 
Whitfield, an environmen-
tal adviser to four Florida 
governors from 1979 to 
1999. 

In 1985, Florida law-
makers sought to reinsert 
some backbone into the 
state’s coastal growth 
policies, while maintaining 
the coastal construction 
line. They prohibited 
construction beyond a 
second line closer to the 
water marking expected 
erosion in 30 years, with 
one glaring loophole: 
single-family houses. 

“I just don’t think the 
state has the guts to tell 
people they can’t build 
on their property,” said 
former DEP lawyer Tom 
Tomasello, who now helps 
clients obtain coastal 
construction permits. 

By issuing so many 
construction permits on 
eroding shorelines, DEP 
must approve what agency 
leaders acknowledge are 
last-resort protections 
against erosion. Since 
1980, the agency has grant-
ed construction permits 
for nearly 1,300 seawalls 
and bulkheads to protect 
developed property from 
washing into the sea, state 
records show. 

That armor, installed 
to hold the line against 
erosion, deflects energy 
from storm-tossed waves 
and makes them a force 
of erosion. That leads to 
more erosion and more 
seawalls. 

In the months after the 
busy 2005 storm season, 
panicked property 
owners, in an unprece-
dented move, obtained 
more than 250 permits 
to build seawalls in the 
Panhandle’s hard-hit 
Walton County. Across 
the state, residents of 
Vilano Beach north of St. 
Augustine — a critically 
eroded beach that has yet 
to receive state money 
for sand — scrambled 
to throw up seawalls 
after their beach started 
disappearing. 

More than 100 miles of 
Florida’s shoreline is cur-
rently armored, according 
to a 2012 study by the 
engineering firm Coastal 
Tech Corp. of Jacksonville. 

Shrinking shores 
On the June night that 

Tropical Storm Colin 
roared past Southwest 
Florida toward the 
Panhandle, Toni Orr rode 
out the storm in a room 
where her late mother 
used to watch the Gulf of 
Mexico come closer to her 
back door. 

The walls shook. The 
windows rattled. Orr 
worried the living room 
could fall into the waves 
along Manasota Key. 

“I had my stuff by the 
door,” said Orr, a Port 
Charlotte Middle School 
sixth-grade teacher. “If 
Dorothy and Toto came 
floating by like everything 
else that came floating by, 
we were out of here.” 

The beach at Manasota 
Key has been slowly dis-
appearing at about 3.5 feet 
per year, according to a 
county-funded erosion 
study. Colin was the final 
straw. 

Charlotte County com-
missioners declared a state 
of emergency. Neighbors 
banded together to throw 
up a seawall to protect 
their investment. They 
want their beach back. 

Their sandy coast is 
among about 280 miles of 
Florida shores that have 
shrunk since the 1970s, 
according to a Daily News 
analysis of beach mea-
surement data compiled 
by coastal researchers for 
a first-of-its-kind shoreline 
atlas in 2010. 

On Cape San Blas, in the 
Panhandle, the fast-
est-eroding beach in the 
state lost more than 18 feet 
of sand per year from 
2009 to 2014, according to 
Gulf County calculations. 
The erosion is so bad, the 
county and state dumped 
boulders along a section of 
coast to stop waves from 
washing over Cape San 
Blas Road, the only way on 
or off the peninsula. 

Erosion rates alone are 
not enough for the DEP to 
declare a beach like Cape 
San Blas at-risk. Something 
must be threatened to 
make the list: wildlife hab-
itat, historical resources, 
recreation or, most often, 
development. 

DEP defines both 
stretches of beach at Cape 
San Blas and Manasota 
Key as critically eroded, a 
term the agency developed 
as part of its method of 
identifying threatened 
beaches. 

DEP survey crews 
rotate around the state 
measuring beach width 
from the high tide line to 
established range mon-
uments — about 4,000 
markers every 1,000 feet 
or so along Florida’s coast, 
some dating back to the 
mid-19th century. The 
monitoring system gives 
researchers unparalleled 
ability to analyze the back 
and forth of Florida’s sandy 
shores . 

If too little beach is left 
after a computer- 
simulated 25-year storm, 
DEP declares the section 
critically eroded. 

Florida’s first critical 
erosion report in 1989 
listed 218 miles of shore-
line, which has grown to 
411 miles. Beaches can 
appear normal and be 
vulnerable. 

Over the years, the state 
has helped renourish 
227 miles of critically erod-
ed beach, leaving another 
184 miles — including 
the beach at Manasota 
Key — without state aid, 
according to state records. 

But some of what the 
state classifies as critically 
eroded is actually beach 
that has widened with the 
natural flow of sand over 
time. The beaches require 
renourishment because 
developers have built on 
the expanding shores, said 
James Houston, director 
emeritus of the U.S. Army 
Engineer Research and 
Development Center in 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, and 
an advocate for renourish-
ing eroding beaches. 

Houston and the 
late pioneering coastal 

engineer Robert Dean of 
the University of Florida 
pointed to a stretch of criti-
cally eroded Indian River 
County shore that has 
grown more than 240 feet 
since 1882, according to 
their research published 
in the March issue of 
the Journal of Coastal 
Research. Houses built on 
the widening beach are 
now threatened because 
the shoreline has since 
retreated to where it was in 
about 1980, according to 
their research. 

Even growing beaches 
recede sometimes, rising 
and falling, but with an 
upward trend, like the 
stock market. 

“It spans a lot of wiggles, 
but these wiggles last for 
years and they give people 
the impression that things 
are eroding,” Houston 
said in an interview. 

Dean, Houston and 
Pilkey published research 
in the 1980s that showed 
as much as 85 percent of 
the erosion on Florida’s 
east coast is due to ports 
and inlets trapping sand. 

Houston argues Florida 
leaders should pay 
more attention to those 
manmade causes of 
erosion that interfere with 
sand’s natural flow along 
the coast. That, he said, 
is why much of Florida’s 
coast is losing ground. 

That leaves roads 
and homes, habitat and 
history at risk. 

At the Kennedy Space 
Center north of Port 
Canaveral, the Atlantic 
Ocean has been creeping 
closer to the underground 
utilities that service the 
pads that launched the 
Apollo moon landings 
and space shuttle flights, 
and are now crucial to a 
new era of SpaceX flights. 

Instead of rebuilding 
the eroded beach under 
federal control to make it 
wider, NASA is building 
dunes higher to hold back 
the Atlantic. It’s called 
“managed retreat.” 

“This is it. This is our 
protection,” said Don 
Dankert, a scientist with 
NASA’s environmental 
management branch. 
“We’re going to let the 
beach do what the beach 
will do.” 

At the entrance of 
Tampa Bay, it’s not 
erosion caused by inlets 
but by shipping wakes 
and storms that threatens 
Egmont Key’s sacred past. 

In the 1850s, at the end 
of the Third Seminole 
War, the U.S. Army jailed 
hundreds of captured 
Seminoles on the island 
until they could be 
loaded onto steamboats 
and taken to Arkansas for 
the march west on the 
Trail of Tears. 

Many died in horrible 
conditions at Egmont 
Key. Their graves are 
marked in a small 
cemetery. Others, nobody 
is sure how many, are 
believed to be buried in 
unmarked graves, their 
remains at risk of washing 
away. 

“It is a piece of our 
history, the beginning 
of the holocaust for us,” 
Seminole Court Chief 
Justice Willie Johns said. 
“It would be a shame to 
let it go because we didn’t 
do anything about it.” 

Another hit
While Florida’s moni-

toring of its shoreline has 
created massive amounts 
of data and become the 
envy of other coastal 
states, governors and 
lawmakers have broken 
the promise made when 
the state’s beach program 
was created. 

Jones, the state repre-
sentative from Pinellas 
County, offered a plan 
unanimously approved 
by the Legislature in 1998 
to support the growing 
practice of renourishing 
beaches by pumping 
offshore sand onto them. 

Lawmakers committed 
at least $30 million a year 
of the state’s real estate 
transaction tax, or docu-
mentary stamp tax, to the 
nascent beach program. 

But in 2003, then-Gov. 
Jeb Bush proposed cutting 
it in half, while lawmakers 
decided on $22.5 million. 

By 2008, as the reces-
sion choked documen-
tary stamp tax revenue, 
legislators changed the 
law to reduce the annual 
commitment to 2.12 per-
cent of what is left in a 
state environmental trust 
fund, dropping estimated 
annual beach money 
to just $1 million at one 
point. 

The money never 
dipped that far, but it 
dropped to a low of 
$15 million in 2010, with 
most state money used to 
match federal support. 

Beaches took another 
hit in 2014 when a consti-
tutional amendment ap-
proved by voters removed 
the dedicated money from 
documentary stamp taxes 
for beaches, making them 
compete with other state 
projects. 

Beaches have received 
more than $30 million 
each year since, but more 
than half went to federal 
projects requiring a match 
or receiving priority be-
cause of federal support, 
records show. 

Federal money long 
has driven Florida’s beach 
program, leaving little 
for those communities 
that aren’t hit by storms 
or aren’t lucky enough 
to be among the special 
class that receive federal 
support. 

DEP and lawmakers 
give state funding priority 
to projects that receive 
money from the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
or the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. 
This year, for example, 
73 percent of the state’s 
beach budget went to 
projects that received 
federal money, leaving 
only scraps for dozens of 
local beach requests. 

“I receive zero dollars 
from the Army Corps 
of Engineers,” said 
Juan Florensa, public 
works administrator for 
Longboat Key. “It does not 
really make sense. I would 
argue that those cities and 
counties that get federal 
funding, they’re already 
getting some money.” 

Flack, of the beach 
lobbying group, said the 
problem isn’t federal 
projects, but the fact that 
Florida leaders aren’t 
doing enough for beaches. 

“I think everybody 
who does not get funding 
thinks they are the short 
end of the stick,” Flack 
said. “No. The demand is 
so high, the stick is short 
for everybody.” 

The Panhandle’s Cape 
San Blas offers a glimpse 
of what happens when 
state and local leaders 
don’t manage beaches 
together. 

David and Tasha 
Bromfield of Nashville 
traveled there for a beach 
vacation this summer. The 
only problem: no beach. 

Their beach stairs led to 
a narrow spit of wet, mud-
dy sand with protruding 
roots and logs. 

Instead of building sand 
castles, their 2-year-old 
son napped inside. The 
family spent a lot of time 
at a nearby raw bar. 

They won’t be back, 
David Bromfield said. 
“There’s no real attraction 
to come here. 

“So why come to 
Florida?” he asked, look-
ing into the waves lapping 
at the wooden stairs. “You 
might as well go to the 
Caribbean.” 

Reporter Brett Murphy 
contributed to this report. 

EROSION
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Toni Orr stands in the Florida room of the Manasota Key home 
of her deceased mother, Rose Byron, on June 8, 2016, the day 
after Tropical Storm Colin eroded much of its backyard into the 
Gulf of Mexico. Byron died in June 2015 and her heirs have been 
left with the house as it teeters near the edge of an eroding 
beach on the Gulf of Mexico.

Only 227 miles 
of the critically 
eroded shores 

have received state 
support, records 

show. 

FROM PAGE ONE
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A good place
for skating rink

A few thoughts
on the election

Where affluent
meet effluent

A great again
new year ahead

New president
has thicker skin

Keeping readers
well-informed

Ludicrous comments
on German immigration

Editor:
The Kmart store in 

Murdock is closing its doors, 
from what I have learned re-
cently. For many years I have 
asked for Charlotte County 
to put in a skating rink. Well, 
how about it?

The youth of Charlotte 
County need a place to have 
fun, as well as some of us, 
mature young-at-heart. What 
better way to start off the 
new year. Think about it, 
please.

Mary Carmean
Port Charlotte

Editor:
If Jesus was a capitalist, why 

did he drive out the money 
changers? His Sermon on the 
Mount contains the words of a 
bleeding-heart liberal. How can 
rich conservatives claim him 
as one of their own? Something 
about camels and the eye of a 
needle comes to mind.

Trump and Putin both want 
more modern nuclear weapons. 
If you grew up in the 1950s, 
you remember, “Duck and 
Cover.” Get a copy of the film 
to show your grandkids and 
great-grandkids. They deserve 
to see their future.

The Second Amendment is 
safe. It’s the First Amendment 
(freedom of religion, speech, 
press, assembly and the right to 
petition the government) that 
is in danger. If those freedoms 
are denied to one of us, all of us 
are in danger.  Attacks on the 
press, free speech (including 
flag burning), protesters and out 
of favor religions are increasing 
every day.  True patriots stand 
up for everybody’s rights, not 
just the majority.

I promise to treat Trump 
with exactly the same respect 

Editor:
On reading the letters in my 

paper today, I was amused at 
the misuse of a word. This got 
me thinking. In today’s world 
of the astronomical wealth of 
the one-percenters, are the 
affluent actually effluent? Just 
thinking!

Catherine Warren
Port Charlotte

Editor:
Without the Electoral College, 

only California would need 
to vote, as they have the most 
people and Hillary won it by 
4.2 million votes. The Electoral 
College makes it more even 
for each state, and states are 
politically different. Trump won 
30 states and 2,623 counties and 
Hillary won 20 states, or  
489 counties.

I have always respected 
Michelle Obama, but she lost it 
with her interview with Oprah 
saying it is now hopeless.  
Reminds me when she said, 
“For the first time in my adult 
life I am proud of my country.” 
Wouldn’t it have been wonderful 
if the first black U.S. president 
made America respected in the 
world? Well, Obama did not 
accomplish that.

I was not thrilled with Trump, 
but I knew he would be a better 
choice than Hillary, as you 

Editor:
Surprisingly, our lame-duck 

president has a 56 percent 
approval rating, according 
to polling data, whereas 
other polling data show that 
a large majority of Americans 
consider the United States to 
be on the wrong track. 

These contradictory polling 
results can be explained 
by the Brexit-Trump effect. 
British polls predicted that 
the Brexit vote to leave the 
European Union would fail. 
However, the Brexit vote 
passed. 

Presidential election polls 
also predicted that Hillary 
Clinton would beat Donald 
Trump in a landslide, whereas 
the presidential election had 
Trump in an Electoral College 
victory. 

In both cases, progressive 
politicians and their com-
rades in the news media in 
the two countries made it 
very clear that those who 
voted for Brexit or for Trump 
were racists, Islamophobes, 
xenophobes, homophobes 
or misogynists. Thus, those 
who favored Brexit or Donald 
Trump were quite reluctant to 
reveal their true feelings when 
polled, thus skewing the poll 
results. 

Furthermore, who wants to 
be considered a racist or an 
Islamophobe by the estab-
lishment by disapproving of 
Barack Obama’s performance 
in a poll? On many occasions 
the president himself stated 
that some of those who 
disapproved of his presidency 
were motivated by racism or 
worse. 

On Jan. 20, we will have a 
president in place who has a 
much thicker skin.

Jose Sanchez
Englewood

Editor:
I have been a Sun sub-

scriber for six years and long 
yearned for more notifications 
of cultural events in the Port 
Charlotte, Englewood and 
North Port area. Too many 
times I have read about an 
event after the fact. Had I 
known about it ahead of time, 

Editor:
In response to a letter in the 

Dec. 30 edition:
Yet again a lot of misinfor-

mation. “If, in fact, German 
birth rates are down …” They 
have been down since I can 
remember. 

And let me enlighten you on 
German immigration:

Germany received im-
migrant “guest workers” 
since the 1960s from Turkey, 
Yugoslavia, Italy and Spain 
because of labor shortage. 
Now they are from Poland, 
Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, 
Italy, Spain and Greece, not 

State leaders need to address beach erosion
OUR POSITION: Florida’s 

beaches are its bread and 
butter, but the state’s leaders are 
shortchanging the cost of beach 
renourishment and putting 
a significant burden on local 
governments to bridge the gap.

Talk all you want about 
Mickey Mouse, Florida’s 
beaches are our top attrac-

tion. Yet the tourism draw that 
accounts for millions of dollars 
each year is in grave danger of 
disappearing into the ocean.

The evidence of erosion is 
clear — made even clearer 
by Tropical Storm Colin that 
ravaged Manasota Key in 
Charlotte County last summer, 
leaving some homes in danger of 
collapsing.

Yet, as local governments clam-
or for funds to restore the sand on 
their beaches, the state continues 
to cut funding — even passing 
an amendment to override a 

state law that required 1 percent 
of sales tax money be funneled 
to beach renourishment. And, 
while insisting the state has other 
priorities, government officials 
have continued to allow building 
on the oceanfront at an alarming 
pace, regardless of the dangers.

The Naples Daily News did an 
extensive study of the problem 
in a four-part series the Sun is 
publishing, starting today. The 
stories paint a disturbing picture 
of the history of funding for 
beach renourishment and an 
even bleaker future for the state’s 
magnificent shoreline.

Among the Daily News’ 
findings:

• Florida’s beach counties sent 
the state $3.1 billion in sales taxes 
from tourism in 2014, according 
to a Daily News analysis of data 
from the Florida Department 
of Revenue. Yet, in the past 
decade, the state’s contribution 

to restoring beaches amounts to 
a penny for every dollar the state 
receives from beach counties for 
tourism.

• Local government requests 
for help with beaches increased 
to a record $101 million for beach 
projects in 2012. The state’s 
backlog of unfunded projects 
grew to $85 million. When the 
state doesn’t respond, it is left to 
local communities to come up 
with the money, or watch their 
beaches wash away.

• Supporters of beach renour-
ishment convinced then-Gov. Jeb 
Bush in 2000 to pass legislation 
promising $30 million each year 
for local renourishment projects. 
In 2003, Bush proposed cutting 
that $30 million in half to help 
balance the state budget — al-
though lawmakers did pony up 

$22.5 million for beaches. 
• In 2008 legislators changed 

the state law requiring at least  
$30 million annually for renour-
ishment by cutting their obliga-
tion to only 2.12 percent of what’s 
left each year in an environmen-
tal trust fund.

• In 2014, voters approved 
Amendment 1, which restruc-
tured state money for water 
projects. That resulted in taking 
money earmarked for beaches 
and putting it in a larger pot 
where it is distributed to projects 
such as Everglade restoration and 
sensitive land purchases.

• And, as our beaches face de-
cline, the state continues to tinker 
with its Coastal Construction 
Control Line, which would 
limit where construction can take 
place on the beach. The state has 
issued 41,044 permits since 1980 
allowing construction closer to 
the ocean than the control line 

allows. Since 2006, only  
275 coastal construction permits 
have been denied.

The problem can’t be fixed 
overnight. State money is 
always tight and as long as the 
state can slough off funding 
beach renourishment on local 
governments, it won’t go away. 
But local governments, with 
their own tight budgets, are 
leaning toward taxing beach 
property owners to renourish 
the beaches. A good argument 
can be made for that being a 
fair solution, but those property 
owners quickly point out that 
those millions of tourists each 
year, who come to enjoy our 
beaches, get just as much enjoy-
ment out of a sandy shoreline as 
do homeowners.

We believe taxes derived from 
tourism should play a larger role 
in funding the replenishment of 
our beaches.

OUR VIEW

I would have attended. 
Now the paper is running  

advertisements for all three 
places seemingly on a regular 
basis. My concert schedule is 
full and I am looking forward 
to each and every one of 
them. So thank you for the 
information keeping your 
readers informed. Good job.

Dan Smith
North Port

given to President Obama by 
the tea party, Ku Klux Klan, the 
American Nazi Party and their 
friends on the right.

With Trump working so 
hard to imitate his hero, Putin, 
shouldn’t we call him Putin’s 
pet? Sad.

Fascism: A system of govern-
ment marked by centralization 
of authority under a dictator, 
a capitalist economy subject 
to stringent governmental 
controls, violent suppression of 
the opposition, and typically a 
policy of belligerent nationalism 
and racism. Sound familiar?

Ed Conrad
Punta Gorda

cannot believe anything she says. 
Trump has made remarks in the 
past that were not presidential, 
but now as our president I feel 
confident he will be presidential 
and do great for America.

Jill Stein should hang her 
head in shame. She insisted on 
a recount and in Michigan they 
uncovered systemic election 
fraud in Detroit, where  
95 percent of the votes cast were 
cast for Hillary. Sixty percent of 
precincts in Wayne County had 
to be disqualified because of 
irregularities, which according 
to Fox news analyst and Judge 
Andrew Napolitano looked 
“organized and government 
involved.”

Trump assigned some great 
people to government positions, 
so enjoy the holidays and have 
a great new year while Trump 
makes America great again.

Lillian Iannarone
Englewood

just recent refugees. Germany 
has “opened the floodgates” to 
people since the 1960s.

On Germany becoming a 
Muslim country: The number 
one religion is Christianity 
with 61 percent, followed by 
Islam with 2.6 to 5 percent. 
You can get this information 
with a touch of a button on the 
internet.

Germany has integrated 
and supported immigrants for 
many years. You can also call 
me “naive and innocent,” but 
these are the facts.

How do I know this? I am 
German and grew up with 
“guest workers” in our village 
in the 1960s.

So, since birth rates have 
been down and Islam at (at 
most) 5 percent rate, it does 
not look like Germany is 
“becoming a Muslim country 
thanks to Merkel.”

Birgit Hanson
North Port


